
Location: Soldotna High School  Year: 2013-’14   Instructor: Mrs. Merkes  
   
Course: Advanced Algebra      Text: Algebra 2     Holt McDougal 
 
Daily materials: You are expected to bring the following materials to class each day. 
 Notebook:  Your notebook should include notes, homework, quizzes, & tests. 
 Scientific calculator: 

Writing utensil and textbook 
 

Grading: 
Grading Scale  Quarter Grading      
90 & above = A  Homework  30% 

 80 – 89.9 = B  Tests and Quizzes 70% 
70-79.9 = C  Semester Grading 
69.9 - 65 = D  40% First Quarter 
64.9  & below   = F  60% Second Quarter 
         

Final: A comprehensive final exam will be given at the end of each semester.  
 
Homework/Notebook Policy: Homework will be assigned daily and graded the next class 
period.  Each assignment should be clearly labeled with student name, section number, page 
number and problem numbers. For each assignment graded, you will receive 0 to 10 points based 
on completeness of your homework. I always require you to show your work and failure to do so 
will lead to loss of credit for an assignment. To study for tests and quizzes, it is recommended 
that students keep an organized notebook containing class notes, homework, tests/quizzes, & 
class work. It is your responsibility to ask questions about problems you do not understand and to 
correct those problems which you nave incorrect. Late assignments will not be accepted. 
 
Tests and Quizzes: Tests will be announced ahead time. The questions will be multiple choice 
and free response. Tests and quizzes will cover material from text, homework, lectures, and labs.  
 
Make-up Policy: Students must assume responsibility for make-up work. Students have one day 
for each day they are absent to make up missed work. Make-up work will be done outside of the 
regular class period.  Prearranged absence (includes all school activities and sports) – due the day 
of return. It is your responsibility to get assignments ahead of time and do them. Extended Illness- 
Makeup arrangements to be worked out with me. 
 
Class Participation is expected every day. Students not participating will be sent to the office 
 
Academic Honesty: Cheating, copying homework, etc., or plagiarism will result in a 0% for that 
work, an interaction sent to the office, and notification of parents. See Sohi Academic Policy. 
Students violating exam protocol will receive 0% for that exam. 
 
Class Rules:  

1. Respect teacher and fellow students 
2. Respect property, both school and private 
3. No eating or drinking in classroom 
4. Stay on task at all times  
5. Remain in your seat until the bell rings 
6. No electronic devices except calculators.  

(If I see or hear the electronic device, your device will be sent to the office) 



 
 

Behavior problems will be dealt with the following procedures: 
1.  Remind the student of the rule and the correct behavior 
2.  Asked to stay after class (during passing or break period)  
3.  Record misbehavior  
4.  Telephone parents 
5.  Sent to administrator  
 
Tardies will be dealt with in the following manner: 
Come in, sit down, and do not disturb the class. 
1.  Each of the first three tardies per semester will result in the use of the hall pass.   
2.  The fourth tardy per semester and all subsequent tardies will result in loss of hall pass and an 
automatic referral to administrator. 
  
Hall Passes: 
You are allowed six hall passes per semester. These will be kept in a folder by my desk.  
Hall passes can be used at my discretion. Both you and I must sign each hall pass and you 
must carry your Merkes’ Hall Pass while out of the classroom.  It is your responsibility to put 
your hall pass back in the folder. Unused hall passes are worth extra credit on the semester 
final. (This is the only extra credit available for finals) 
Students leaving class room without Merkes’& Student's signature on Hall Pass will be 
considered truant and result in an interaction.  Excessive hall passes (more than one per 
week) will result in a conference with student and / or parent. 
 
Exam Protocol: No electronic devices or written materials related to the exam are allowed in the 
exam environment. No talking during the exam. Remain seated while taking the exam. (Go to the 
bathroom prior to exam) Raise hand with any questions or concerns. Violation of exam or 
appearance of cheating will result in a 0% of the exam, an interaction sent to the office, and 
notification of parents. 
 
 
Contact information: 
Renee Merkes 
Phone number: 260-7000 
Email: rmerkes@kpbsd.k12.ak.us 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 
Please review the 2013 - 2014 Advanced Algebra academic plan with your child. If you have any 
concerns or questions, please call me at 260-7000 or email me at rmerkes@kpbsd.k12.ak.us 
 
Thank you, 
Renee Merkes 
 
I have reviewed the plan with my child. 
 
 
Parent Name:_____________________________ 
 
 
Parent’s Signature:______________________________ Date:__________________ 
 
 
Parent daytime phone number:____________________________________ 
 
 
Parent email address:___________________________________________ 
 
 
Student name:_______________________________ 
 
 
Student’s signature:____________________________________ Date:_____________________ 
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